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enriched from Mexico and Peru, every nation imagined,
that an American conquest, or plantation, would certainly
fill the mother country with gold and "silver. This pro- >
duced a large extent of very distant dominions, of which
we, at this time, neither knew nor foresaw the advantage
or incumbrance; we seem to have snatched them into our
hands, upon no very just principles of policy, only because
every state, according to a prejudice of long continuance;
concludes itself more powerful, as its territories become
larger.

The discoveries of new regions, which were then every
day made, the profit of remote traffick, and the necessity
of long voyages, produced, in a few years, a great multi-
plication of shipping, The sea was considered as the
wealthy element; and, by degrees, a new kind of sove-
reignty arose, called naval dominion.

As the chief trade of the world, so the chief maritime
power was at first in the hands of the Portuguese and
Spaniards, who, by a compact, to which the consent of
other princes was not asked, had divided the newly disco-
vered countries between them; but the crown of Portugal
having fallen to the king of Spain, or being seized by him,
he was master of the ships of the two nations, with which
he kept all the coasts of Europe in alarm, till the armada,
which he had raised, at a vast expense, for the conquest of
England, was destroyed, which put a stop, and almost an
end, to the navaLpower of the Spaniards.

At this time, the Dutch, who were oppressed by the
Spaniards, and feared yet greater evils than they felt, re-
solved no longer to endure the insolence of their masters :
they, therefore, revolted; and, after a struggle, in which
they were assisted by the money and forces of Elizabeth,
erected an independent and powerful commonwealth.

When the inhabitants of the Low Countries had formed
their system of government, and some remission of the war
gave them leisure to form schemes of future prosperity,
they easily perceived, that, as their territories were narrow,
and their numbers small, they could preserve themselves